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7th January 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,  
 

Year 1 Information 
 
We are very excited to welcome your children back after the Christmas holidays and hope 
you all had a wonderful break. Whilst at the start of the year we had all hoped for a more 
‘normal’ year to unfold as time went on, it is looking like we will still be unable to invite 
parents in regularly. As those of you with older children in school will know, Fleckney C of 
E School has a strong tradition of regularly inviting parents and carers in to share work and 
activities with their children.  As it is not possible to invite you in for the time being, we are 
taking this time to update you on a few things that will be happening in Year 1 as we move 
into the Spring term in 2022.  

We would like to remind you that the best mitigation against the ongoing pandemic is 
ventilation, and whilst we are lucky that we have efficient heating to compensate for the 
open windows and doors, we do recommend that your child has a jumper or cardigan with 
them daily. In addition to this, we go out to play in all weather and recommend that your 
child has a coat and hat and gloves in colder weather.  

We would like to re-iterate to all parents that whilst we cannot invite you in to school we 
are always here if you have any concerns or worries. If you arrive to school with an urgent 
issue, such as your child is on medication or they are going home with someone different 
to usual please let Mrs Farrow or Mrs Griffin know as you drop them off in the morning. We 
would like to remind you that we cannot release children to an adult that does not usually 
pick them up without you telling us in advance. If a change in pick up occurs in the middle 
of the day, please phone the office who will pass this information on.  

If you have an issue that is not urgent but you would like us to address, please email us 
on year1@fleckney.leics.sch.uk. As a team we will respond to your queries via email or by 
phone. If your issue is sensitive and you would prefer not to explain it via email you can 
either mention this in the morning at the gate, or email and ask for a call back.  

One of the most exciting changes to our timetable is the addition of ‘Instructional Reading’. 
Children will be grouped with children of the same reading ability and will be reading a 
minimum of three times a week, at least one of these times will be with a teacher. 
Instructional Reading is led by an adult and is designed to actively teach and improve 
reading skills. This will mean that, whilst we will be keeping detailed records in school, we 
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will not be hearing children individually as often- and therefore you will notice that we will 
not be writing in the blue reading records as we make this transition. We will still be looking 
at the records- to see how much they are enjoying books, taking note of any comments or 
concerns you have. We welcome your continued support with reading.  

As with last term, we continue to have a ‘class reader’ which is usually a longer chapter 
book. We take time to do ‘book talk’- which includes discussing the author and illustrator. 
Using the title to make predictions about the book. Identify if it is fiction or non-fiction and 
so on.  

As you would expect, we also regularly read a range of shorter books and stories from 
popular authors such as Julia Donaldson, Shirley Hughes, Sue Hendra and many more. 
Children also regularly have access to a wide range of books in the book corner that can 
be read for enjoyment- the most important part of reading! 

Below is a very brief chart explaining how different methods are used to support the 
development of reading in Year 1 at Fleckney C of E Primary School and at home.  

Reading skills Home/School 
reading book 

Instructional 
Reading 

Shared 
Reading/Class 

Reader 
Decoding 
(The ability to read 
the words on the 
page- not necessarily 
conferring any 
meaning to those 
word) 

Children might be 
able to decode 
words at a fluency 
rate of 95%, they 
should be capable 
of reading these 
books without any 
support.  
This does include 
early readers using 
phonics to segment 
[sound out] and 
blend [merge 
sounds to read as 
one word] the 
remaining 5% of 
words. However, 
some children feel 
they NEED to  
 
 
 
 
 

Children will be 
reading, with 
support, a stage 
above the book they 
take home. The 
decoding rate will 
be 90% plus. 
Children will need 
teachers to model a 
range of strategies 
to decode words. 
Whilst phonics is 
one method, others 
will be used. For 
example, longer 
words will be 
‘chunked’. We will 
model the use of 
reading the whole  
 
 
 
 
 

This book will 
be well above 
the reading 
age of most, 
the aim is to 
expose 
children to a 
range of 
authors and 
genres and 
model reading 
for pleasure.  
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segment and blend, 
even when they 
know the word. 
This is not the 
case. If children 
can read the word 
‘on sight’ [without 
using those phonics 
skills] encourage 
them to do so.  

sentence and using 
context to decode.  
 
Children will be 
taught how to 
account for 
punctuation in their 
reading. Teachers 
will model using 
expression. This will 
increase ‘fluency’ of 
reading.  
 

Comprehension 
Understanding at all 
levels:  

• Word level, 
understanding 
the word and 
what it means.  

• Sentence 
level, 
understanding 
the words and 
the sentence 
and what that 
means/what is 
happening. An 
awareness 
that words can 
mean different 
things in 
different 
contexts.  

• Text level, 
combining 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children reading 
books at 95% 
decoding level will 
not always have a 
95% 
comprehension 
level. 
  
Encourage children 
to ask if they do not 
know what a word 
means, praise them 
for asking 
questions about 
what things 
are/mean/say. A 
good 
comprehender will 
often ask their own 
questions!  

Children will have 
comprehension 
questioned at word, 
sentence and text 
level.  
 
Strategies to 
comprehend will be 
modelled and 
supported by the 
teacher.  
 
Words, sentences 
and texts will be 
explored in greater 
depth.  
Simple example;  
 
‘Johnny read in the 
bath’  
 
How do we know if it 
is read in the 
present tense or 
past tense? This 
would then be 
explored as a group.  
 
 
 
 

We often stop 
and check 
understanding 
or explain 
concepts or 
words that will 
be beyond 
their age.  
 
We will 
regularly ask 
children to 
predict what 
might happen 
next, why, 
what makes 
you think that.  
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•  solid word 
and sentence 
level 
understanding 
is vital to 
successful text 
level [whole 
book] level 
understanding.  

Children will be 
taught to extract the 
‘gist’ from a book, 
and will learn that 
sometimes what we 
infer from a book is 
a matter of opinion 
and not fact.  
Simple example;  
 
‘Betsy galloped off’  
Was Betsy happy? 
Excited? Angry? 
How do we know?  
 
Children will be 
encouraged to make 
predictions about 
what might happen 
next and say why.  
 
 

Recount 
The ability to re-tell a 
story after finishing. A 
strong comprehender 
can re-tell the story in 
their own words by 
conveying the ‘gist’ or 
main themes/facts of 
the text. 

Children will be 
able to re-tell the 
story, simply, in 
their own words. 
Children may 
sometimes flip 
through the book to 
find a favourite part, 
or a funny part and 
say why they like it.  

Children will be able 
to locate pages that 
the teacher asks 
about. Children will 
be supported in 
constructing a re-
count that gives the 
overall ‘gist’ of the 
story. Children will 
infer meaning that is 
not there in black 
and white, and learn 
that these 
inferences can 
sometimes be 
subject to opinion. 
This will be 
supported.  

As these books 
are chapter 
books, we 
always ask 
children to 
share ‘what 
happened 
yesterday?’ 
and encourage 
them to focus 
on the main 
points, rather 
than 
attempting a 
word for word 
recount. 
Shared reading 
is great for this,  
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as books are 
longer and 
therefore it is 
harder to 
recount.  

 
If your child particularly enjoys a book you have shared at home, please do let us know by 
writing in the blue reading record. We would love to hear about favourite books during 
show and tell on Fridays!  
In PSHCE this half term we will be focusing on achievements and identifying our talents. 
We would love your children to continue to bring in certificates of achievement from extra-
curricular activities. We would also love to see photos (you can email them if you don’t 
have access to a printer) or hear about talents they practice at home, do we have any 
budding chefs? Painters? Musicians?  
 
P.E. Continues to be on Monday (indoor) and Thursday (outdoor). We do P.E. outdoors in 
all weather, so please ensure they have a warm top for Thursday P.E.  
 
We will continue to issue a weekly information letter via Parentmail weekly, to keep you 
informed of what we are doing in Year 1.  
 
Many thanks for your continued support. 
 
The Year 1 Team.  
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