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At the end of the day, the children 

went back to the hall taking with them 

a plastic bottle. The whole school was 

split into three different groups and 

we had to sit in a big circle. A teacher 

came round one by one to squeeze a 

tiny of bit rocket fuel (a special liquid) 

into our bottles. Once everyone had a 

bit of rocket fuel in their bottle, a 

teacher came round again 

to ignite the bottle. The bottle filled 

with flames and burnt all the way to 

the top as quick as lighting! The 

bottles then melted and shrunk. 

Unfortunately, that was the end of 

Moon Day, but it was really fun for the 

whole school! 

Nathan, Ethan, Ffion and Maggie 

 (year 6) 

 

 

 

If you haven’t taken a look at the 

BBC’s terrific scientific website yet 

then what are you waiting for?!  There 

are lots of things to find out about and 

make including a magnetic fishing 

game and a bouncing egg. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moon Day 

The children at Great Bowden 

Academy always enjoy their Science 

lessons, so Moon Day was a big treat 

for them. On Monday the 20th of 

March, the teachers invited Mrs. 

Green and Mrs Quinsee  from Ogden 

Trust to educate the students about 

space; the whole school couldn't wait.  

At the start of the day, the children 

experienced an amazing assembly on 

the Apollo missions and planet 

distances. They also learnt about the 

first astronauts to walk the moon; Neil 

Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin actually 

stepped on the moon whilst Michael 

Collins stayed on board the rocket to 

make sure everything was working 

properly.  

After an information- packed 

assembly, the children were buzzing 

to learn more. Every school teacher 

taught them something different. One 

of the lessons was to build a replica 

space buggy out of LEGO. 

The students had to get into pairs 

and sit back to back. One of them 

held the instructions and the other 

had to wear woolly gloves and build 

the shuttle. This tested the children's 

brains and they learnt to work 

together.   

Another exciting lesson that the 

children experienced was about 

phases of the moon. The teacher 

brought in Oreo biscuits and the 

children took the tops off and 

moulded the filling to look like all the 

phases of the moon. The students 

particularly enjoyed the fact that this 

activity included one of their 

favourite snacks, it was a very 

enjoyable lesson.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the children had had their 

lunch, they were ready for the final 

workshop. They participated in 

making a waterproof shuttle to fill 

with marbles. The teacher in this 

lesson wanted the children to work 

together and use non-waterproof 

materials to make something that 

will float. After they had built the 

object, it would be put in a tub of 

water . First they would see if it 

would float and then test how many 

marbles could be put on it. 
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Science Fair 2017 

The last few weeks have seen children 

in schools across Harborough select a 

science topic or question and consider 

how to investigate the issue or 

present the information. 

Children were challenged to produce a 

poster, experiment or even a model to 

explain or investigate a science topic. 

The results were varied and detailed, 

with children as young as 5 taking 

part. It was difficult to select the 

winners from each key stage but each 

school managed to select just two 

which were then displayed in the 

Harborough Library for two weeks for 

everyone to enjoy. 

The detail, subject choices and 

scientific skills seen in the work proves 

what amazing scientists we have 

locally. Well done to all those who 

entered and we look forward to next 

year’s event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Constellation of Stars 

There were plenty of stars around at 

the recent Year 5 award evening. 

Award winners from 15 local schools, 

along with their families attended the 

prestigious evening hosted by Robert 

Smyth Academy to receive prizes for 

science and mathematics. The evening 

included a talk about the size and 

scale of the universe and it was here 

that we learnt about just how large 

some stars can be. Although it looks 

like a pin prick in the night sky, 

Betelguese (a star just above Orion’s 

belt) is so big, it makes our sun look 

puny by comparison. 

However, the real stars of the evening 

were the year 5 students who were a 

credit to their schools and families. 

After hearing their teacher’s reason 

for the nomination, the students took 

their turn on the stage to receive 

individual certificates and a very large 

(and very heavy!)  book about the 

universe. We hope that the books will 

be a source of inspiration for years to 

come and trust all of the award 

winners will continue to enjoy 

studying mathematics and science.  

Of course, the evening could not have 

happened without some funding and 

we are very grateful to: 

 Robert Smyth Academy and The 

Ogden Trust for funding the 

science prizes  

 Mr and Mrs White for funding the 

mathematics prizes. 

 

 

Halley's comet passes the Earth every 76 years (the next time it 

will return will be 2062) 

Astronauts on the International Space Station witness around 15 

sunrises and 15 sunsets every day 

On the International Space Station, urine passes through a special 

water treatment plant that turns it into drinking water. 

The nearest known black hole is 1,600 light years (10 quadrillion 

miles/16 quadrillion kilometres) away. 

Enceladus, one of Saturn’s smaller moons, reflects some 90% of 

the sunlight, making it more reflective than snow! 

Venus is the only planet that spins backwards relative to the other 

planets.  
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